INTRODUCTION
The WHO Global status report on road safety 2015 indicates that worldwide the total number of road traffic deaths has plateaued at 1.25 million per year, with the highest road traffic fatality rates in low-income countries and the most common in Young adults aged between 15 and 44 years.
1 Speeding, driving under the influence of alcohol, riding without restraint, poor vehicle maintenance and poor road conditions are some of the etiological factors of fatal crashes. The number of road traffic accidents increased by 12.0% from 23,563 in 2013 to 26,400 in 2014 including 125 fatal cases which was up by 5% from the preceding year.
2 Many studies have been conducted worldwide on patterns of road traffic fatalities and the risk factors 3-10 while the current status of literature shows one study 11 on road traffic accidents in Mauritius. Clarke el al 9 observed that over 65% of the accidents occurred due to driving at excessive speed, a driver in excess of the legal alcohol limit, or the failure to wear a seat belt, or some combination of these. A cross-sectional study in in Tirana district, Albania showed that younger age, high speed and alcohol consumption were strong and significant predictors of fatal accidents. 10 Agnihotri et al 11 studied fatal road traffic accidents associated with alcohol consumption in Mauritius and found that road traffic accidents were reduced in number after the Amendment of the Road Traffic Act which decreased the maximum permissible blood alcohol concentration from 0.08% to 0.05%. However, studies concerning fatal road traffic accidents in terms of day and place of occurrence and category, age and gender of victims are very limited in Mauritius. This highlights the need for a study on the epidemiology of traffic fatalities on the roads of Mauritius. This study analyzed the trend of fatal road accidents in Mauritius over a 6-year period (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) Drivers who passed away in the fatal accident were also classified under the victim category. Hit and run cases were excluded because of lack of information about those cases. The victims were also studied in terms of their category as road user. The category "driver" referred to car, bus and lorry driver, "rider" to motorcycle rider, "cyclist" to cycle rider, "pillion rider" to passenger on the motorcycle, "passenger" to seated passengers of car, bus and lorry, "helper" to anyone who was the standing passenger in the lorry and "conductor" to bus conductor. Excel 2007 was used for the statistical analysis of data. Figure 2 shows the distribution of fatal accidents according to the day of occurrence. Almost half of all fatal road traffic accidents were reported during weekends especially on Saturdays and Sundays. Table 1 shows the district wise distribution of fatal accidents. Pamplemousses (19.69%) and Plaines Wilhems (19.18%) were the most common districts accounting for 39% fatalities. Savanne had the lowest fatal accidents. Table 2 shows the distribution of victims classified as per road user category. Most fatal collisions involved pedestrian victims, accounting for about 34.5% of all victims followed by riders (28.9%). 
RESULTS

DISCUSSION
Road traffic accidents are a major cause of death in developing and developed countries. The high-risk groups need to be identified towards which preventive measures should be directed. The results of present study demonstrate that fatal road traffic accidents were common during weekends, especially on Sundays. This may be due to a higher traffic flow during weekend topped up with increased alcohol consumption during weekend. Indeed the study of Pigman et al 12 showed that in rural areas, most accidents occurred on Saturdays, Fridays and Sundays. Similar picture was seen for two-lane roads with accidents being more common on Sundays and Saturdays, while for expressways maximum accidents occurred on Sundays. During weekend there is usually a higher volume of traffic and the associated congestion might amount to increased fatal RTAs. Alcohol-linked accidents occur mostly at nighttime and towards the end of the week 13 . Since almost 50% of all traffic fatalities in Mauritius occur from Friday to Sunday, all measures aiming to prevent accidents in general should be accentuated towards the end of the week and during weekends. The Pamplemousses and Plaines Wilhems regions of Mauritius had the highest number of fatal road traffic accidents. The study of Wyss et al 13 also showed increased fatal RTAs in urban areas on Saturdays were usually due to higher traffic volumes linked to shopping. Plaines Wilhems is the most populous district and mainly urban having numerous shopping places and malls with a high traffic density during weekends. As far as Pamplemousses is concerned, it is a rural area through which the motorway passes and the speed limit on motorways (110 km/h) being widely more than on two-lane roads (60 km/h), may contribute to an increased number of fatal accidents as a result of speeding. Port Louis being a capital (urban) has less number of accidents as compared to Pamplemousses that may be due to slow traffic. Savanne is mainly rural having a smallest population density, had the lowest fatal accidents that could be due to low traffic density on the roads. In contrast with our findings, Liu et al 14 reported that rural roads are more likely to be the scene of run-of-road crashes as compared to the urban roads. Wilson et al 15 assessed the impact of speed cameras on speeding, road crashes, crashes causing injury and fatalities, and concluded that speed cameras are a worthwhile intervention for reducing the number of road traffic injuries and deaths. Skubic et al 16 reported a twofold increase in the trauma center admissions who were injured in motor vehicle crashes due to the removal of speed cameras. The most common victim group comprised of pedestrians and riders, and belonged to 16- observed that young male drivers of age 15 to 24 years are more likely to be involved in run-of-road crashes as compared to other age groups of driver. Participants distracted by music or texting were more likely to be hit by a vehicle in the virtual pedestrian environment than were undistracted participants.
17 It is also observed that technological and social distractions increase crossing times, which are associated with the highest risk of pedestrian injuries.
18 The 3-day WalkSafe educational curriculum implemented in a high-risk district was shown to increase the pedestrian safety knowledge of elementary school age children. 19 20 , most studies suffered from serious methodological weaknesses such as detection bias due to the poor use of outcome measurement tools, small sample sizes and short follow-up time after training therefore unable to draw any conclusions about the effectiveness of rider training on crash. Liu et al 14 contended that the driver sleep, drivers with alcohol use, roadway alignment with curve, speeding vehicle, passenger car, road conditions, high speed limit road, and adverse weather are significant factors related to the high risk of fatal road traffic accidents.
CONCLUSION
It is concluded that most of the factors responsible for road traffic accidents and its fatal consequences are preventable. There is a need for road safety education and a comprehensive multipronged approach to mitigate most of them. It remains critical for the national/country's Department of Transport and the Law Enforcement Agency worldwide to embrace the tide of the causes of fatal road traffic accidents and develop coherent strategies towards prevention such as the riders' training that needs rigorous research for its effectiveness, speed cameras, the pedestrian safety knowledge of school age children and improvement in roadway design.
